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1916] Statistics and Its Methods 189 

vote much space to the clarification of many debated and unsettled 
problems of statistical method. 

M. Ricci's work is a contribution of immense value not only to 
those interested in international statistics of agriculture but also 
to those who are concerned with agriculture in any country, for in 
discussing questions of uniformity the author incidentally hacks 
through many a Gordian knot that has puzzled agricultural statis- 
ticians for years. Such problems as the proper distinction between 
productive and unproductive land or the proper handling of an 
area yielding more than one kind of crop during a year, simultan- 
eously or consecutively, are discussed in a thorough and illuminating 
manner. The actual practice of the principal countries is de- 
scribed and suggestions as to desirable modifications are numerous 
and valuable. A complete and logical classification of crops is 
worked out in detail. A program for adoption by the different 
countries in regard to statistics of acreage and production is 
presented in chapter 14. 

Chapters 15 to 27 discuss statistics of crop condition, chapter 
27 presenting a program of action. The author prefers the method 
of actual estimates, expressed in percentages of a decennial average, 
to a method of classification of conditions as good, medium, and 
bad. He suggests that such estimates be collected on the first of 
each month of the growing season in order that the International 
Institute be enabled to publish them by the middle of each month. 
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